Norfolk Police Department's Crime Prevention Section
"Neighborhood Watch"

February 27, 2014 Quarterly Meeting Summary
· Primary topic was "Community Collaboration Center (CCC)" which is a part of the Norfolk Commonwealth Attorney's Office.  The legal team gave a presentation to attendees focused on Neighborhood Law 101, stressing the following areas:

· Trespassing and how to deal with it -- there are basically 4 ways to deal with it

· Tell someone not to enter your property

· Tell someone to leave your property

· Entrance to your property is forbidden by signage and filing of appropriate no trespassing paperwork with the city

· Court order to not enter

Comment: Posting of No Trespassing signage on city owned property is illegal in Norfolk as is posting "No Trespassing" signage for an entire community without the written consent of every property owner within the community.   
· Larceny: Norfolk is experiencing a rise in larceny from autos due to owners not locking their vehicles and/or not securing their valuables.  Owners are leaving valuables like: phone; GPS; IPOD; IPAD; tablet; laptop, etc. readily observable in their vehicles.  Presenter highlighted the difference between petit larceny and grand larceny:
· Petit larceny involves less than $200 value of goods taken -- normally considered a misdemeanor

· Grand larceny involves more than $200 value of goods or $5 or more if taken directly from a person.  This offense is considered a felony.
· Truancy:  All children ages 5-17 must go to school in Norfolk. 

· Vandalism:  Involves defacing of property and graffiti.

Comment:  The rock painting on the Navy jetty is considered vandalism. If you notice either graffiti or property that has been defaced, please contact your "Neighborhood Watch" block captain.   

· Surveillance Cameras:  Endorsed to protect persons and property, but no cameras in bathrooms or bedrooms (exception to bedroom with approved nanny cam).  Generally no audio allowed unless: person told of recording or one party to the conversation is aware.  
· Gun Rights:  Virginia State Police's website has good information on gun rights and concealed carry rules.  Residents can buy rifles and shotguns if they are at least 18 years of age and can buy handguns if they are at least 21 years of age.  Of course there are other restrictions to gun ownership and right to purchase, e.g. previous felony conviction.

· Self-Defense:  Virginia authorizes the use of reasonable force depending on the situation, e.g., deadly force can't be used unless the individual has reasonable fear of being killed or suffering great bodily harm.  Deadly force normally involves guns or knives, but could be involve fists against an unresisting person.
· Citizen's Arrest:  Yes, an individual can execute a citizen's arrest but if they do they may become subject to civil lawsuit and criminal charges if the arrest is not validated and/or actions were accomplished in error, etc.  It's always better to call the police and let them handle the situation.

· Video and Audio Security Systems:  Norfolk and Commonwealth Attorney's Office endorse the use of video and audio security systems. They stressed the crime deterrence fostered by the posting of signage regarding your use of video and audio security systems.  

· Virginia Rules on Victims' Rights:  Highlighted that you're considered a victim if you have suffered physical, emotional, or financial harm as a direct result of crime.  

· Following the main CCC presentation, Norfolk Police opened the meeting to questions/concerns from community attendees.  Example of questions/concerns follow:

· Panhandlers going door-to-door in Norfolk neighborhoods.  In Norfolk, beggars are not allowed to ask for money/handouts verbally, but they can hold signs defining their situation and/or needs.  Police stressed the need to keep beggars out of your homes and notify police if they approach you. 

· Several communities stressed the need to keep all residents timely informed.  Suggestions included: using email blast; using telephone notice tree; and face-to-face if situation warrants.   
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